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fit for the great initiation do they deliver the goods
as such.
This does not mean that the Vedantic principles
are to be kept as close secrets and are to be given out
only to a select few. Vedanta-kaowledge is the birth-
right of man; it belongs to all at all times.
This kind of a wise discrimination is actually
being practised in our everyday-life, by almost all
of us. For example, if an infant child were to enquire
of his father "Dad, how does it rain?" the Dad, if
he be intelligent, wrould tell the child of the 'white
elephant' that stands always behind the dark clouds
and sprinkles the water contents of its trunks on to
the people. While the same father would answer the
same question to the same boy after some ten years,
explaining to him the vapour contents of the clouds
and the principles of condensation when the clouds
reach the cooler forest areas. These two different
explanations of the same phenomenon are given out
to the same child at different stages of his growth,,
since the later explanation will not and cannot appeal
at the earlier stage !
It is only in this sense that the Teacher tests the
student's maturity and then gives out his discourses
according to the standard and category to which the
particular disciple belongs. Lord Death is here trying
to examine Nachiketas, the seeker. He, in an
assumed air of sincerity, says to the Brahmin boy that
He dares not waste the blessings of one of his boons
in explaining a futile enquiry of the boy, "what